[Sample District] Ad-hoc Data Committee

Report on Data Analysis Questions from initial meeting. Questions analyzed for suitability using internal (arbitrary) criteria.   

List of typical questions or issues to keep in mind when analyzing suitability for using internal (arbitrary) criteria.

Questions Suitable for Data Analysis immediately

1. Identify, by school, a list of students by October, that need intervention support (based on a good analysis of student data).

2. Data are too general to make instructional/program decision (item cluster).

3. What specific interventions or programs are most successful for highly mobile students?

4. Having a class profile.

5. Determining students' language vs. academic proficiency so that appropriate interventions can be developed/implemented. 

6. Trying to place students into a program-lack specific skill information

7. Determine class configuration, especially math and reading.  Hard to do without current SAT-9 and without knowing who the incoming students are (50% new every year).

8. RESULTS data not available.

9. What is the profile/history of at-risk students?  Purpose?

10. What does a low grade really mean-is it tied to a standard?

11. Determining number of teachers needed, based on student needs.

12. The LEP code is confusing-L12AO.

13. Identify kids in these programs and tag them to track impact of on student achievement: Back-up math class, Summer schools, Saturday Academy

14. Getting information to finish reports (CDE).

15. Data are in cumbersome formats-takes many hours to put it together.

16. Trying to track student performance when in 1-2 programs.

17. Be able to correlate individual performance using all data.

18. Tracking interventions student has participated in (history).

19. Aggregate data helped to see gaps.

20. Lack of access to SASI for teachers

21. What are the skills the students are deficient in (SAT-9, MAP)?

22. MAP data-goal areas, actual RIT not just Lo Med High

23. How can we get report card and standards, tests into a "system"?

24. History of school changes.

25. Personnel history/credentials

26. Everything is useful-but need more and fast and usable.

27. Grade distribution - get to department chairs, but what grade means is a problem.

28. Disaggregated data showed gaps and which groups.

29. Breakdown of SAT-9 of my students in fall (all skills)-get before school begins

30. Want to know longer-term student achievement of students in Slingerland and Gate programs, so that we can determine if student achievement is related to these programs. (Tracking achievement by program is very possible. Determining causality is very difficult - Academic research)

Questions for further consideration

31. After school activities so teacher can work with coaches, etc. (Meaning/purpose?)

32. We especially want pre/post data on students in summer school.  This could also help us provide parents and kids positive feedback and help with recruitment into future summer schools. (Is pre/post data for these students currently available?)

33. Assess how well our PD on specifics of Language Art adoption is showing impact/progress with students (e.g. phonemic awareness). (Requires additional assessment)

34. What percent of students and schools are making the BOLD goals Who is not and why, so that best practices can be shared across grade levels.  Also, analyze challenges schools are facing so resources/support can be made at these schools. (Who can be easily answered. Why is very hard as the answer is usually beyond the available electronic data. Identifying struggling schools can be done, but determine the challenges they face requires additional research)

35. Formative information in math by student (by strand/by student/grade level/by teacher), has been very helpful in helping us create remediation classes and SAT academics with specific strands.  But, hard to find level that work from fall to winter to spring. (More details on specific assessments/data?)

36. Instruction based data that helps teachers determine how many students are really getting the concept/material so that instruction can be modified throughout the year. (Source of data?)

37. What professional development did teacher participate in and how well did this transfer to improved student learning (Correlating professional development to actual student gains is an academic research problem. There may be related questions in this area that can be answered)

38. Need data on all achievement levels.  Students (below/at/above grade level). (What purpose?)

39. Lack of control groups

Questions that are difficult to assess within a data system

40. How well will our ELL learners do who are in 2.5 hour Hampton Brown blocks (vs. ELL students who are not in that program) (Academic Research)

41. Do students in Newcomer programs do better than students not in these programs(Academic Research)

42. What is the impact of particular programs (e.g. Perfect Copy) on student achievement(Comparison of students who do or do not use a particular program). (Academic research. Difficult to conduct.)

43. Accelerated programs-are they worth it? (Academic research)

44. What instructional strategies contribute to student learning(Academic research)

45. How will we evaluate effectiveness of intervention programs?

46. What is the mobility rate and history of students inside and outside the district, to determine validity of school programs and last strategies(How to get mobility data outside District?)

47. Track parent involvement and education programs to determine impact on student's achievement. (Academic research)

48. Does class size reduction have an impact on student achievement(Academic question)

49. How well do students do with pre-k experience vs. those who don't, so we can determine if we should expand pre-k academies and extended day kindergarten(Academic research)
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