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On August 27th through August 28th the American Cancer Society hosted the first ever Relay For Life in a virtual digital world.  This is the first ever event of its kind, a recreation of a material world event in a virtual space.  The event was hosted in the digital world Second Life, which is owned and operated by Linden Lab.  The event took place on the six vehicle sims named; Balance, Bethel, Brilliant, Fame, Fortuna, Georgian.
This was a unique experiment in community mobilization.  By engaging the residents of the community we made the event their own.  The track was open to the public, as was the event.  As a public space it was particularly interesting due to the scope and physical design, as well as the method by which it was created. 

The public space was created solely by volunteers working to build an interesting and user friendly environment for a 24 hour walkathon.  The volunteers were able to craft an elevated circular track with simulated earth, and bridges.  In the center they carved out the word HOPE, a signature piece of Relay For Life, and filled the letters with water so it would be visible on a map at high altitudes.  
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The event took place on a track that circled 96 square acres of digital space that was on loan form Linden Lab for a limited time.  After the event Linden Labs reverted the land to its previous state. Within the confines of the track volunteers created a disco club, an amphitheater, a silent auction park, a small yacht club where there were regattas and a colossal main stage complete with fabric curtains for the Ms. Second Relay pageant. The entire space was created by a core group of volunteers who were dedicated to raising funds and awareness for the American Cancer Society. 
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The Relay For Life Disco was constantly filled with people dancing and making donations to the Society.  The disco was a last minute addition to the public space and it was constructed by the DJs who volunteered their time to make a continuous live broadcast of the event throughout the course of the evening.
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We held a set of regattas here at the Relay For Life Yacht Club.  Just to the left of and behind the docks you can see the small park that held the silent auction.  To the left of the park you can see the amphitheater where we held our closing ceremonies.
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This is a photo of our main stage, built completely buy volunteers. We used this stage for our opening ceremonies, and the Ms. Relay For Life pageant.  Below is a photo of our Ms. Relay For Life pageant winner. [image: image5.jpg]
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The space also encouraged the display of public works of art.  Here we have a photo of one of the pieces of public art that was displayed and eventually auctioned off at the silent auction.  The artists used the piece to depict his personal interpretation of hope in the face of cancer. 
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The majority of the funds were raised onsite through a unique set of donation opportunities.  Volunteers lined the track with unlit luminaries, and relay participants could light them by making donations.  The luminaries glowed different colors depending on the donation level, and the donor was given attribution in world for their donation. 
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The volunteer committee went to great lengths to honor the cancer survivors who were participating in the Relay For Life.  We created special Purple Survivor shits for them to wear with pride.  Here is a photo of one of our survivors at her camp site. There was also a campsite building competition around the track.  Relay participants voted for their favorite site by making donations to specially placed and coded kiosks that recorded one vote for each L$ donated.  
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The Second Life Boutique was a major contributor, making a matched donation for every L$ they collected while giving out Relay For Life Shirts. We were also to enlist the help of the Radio-Radio broadcast station who’s DJs did a fantastic live all night broadcast from the event site.  Finally we were luck enough to have a volunteer agree to video the entire event and capture it in a movie format for future viewing.  
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We were fortunate to have an exceptional turn out for the event.  The collective public space was imperative to the success of the event because it engaged the community in the cause and gave a sense of ownership to each person that came into contact with the event. 
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